Z 
| 


Preach'd at the 


CONSECRATION 
"Os THE 
Right Reveread Father in GOD, 


GEORGE 


Lord Biſhop of S* David s, 


LN 
Lambeth Chanel, on Sunday, 4pril 29. 1705. 


„ R M O N 


By JOAN VA, D. D. Rector of 
St. Peter's Cornbid, and Chaplain to the Right 


Honourable F RA. NCIS Lord Gut ſou 


DON: 


Printed for A. and J. Churchill, at the Black-Sway, 
in FPater-Nuſter- Rom, 1705. | 


* 
At —— — — ee ne — — 
* „ 


163 — — 


. * 
CERT 


SERMON 


CONSECRATION 


OF THE 


L Biſhop of St. David's. 


——ů 


Heb. XII 17 7 


Obey them that have the rule over you, 
and ſubmit your ſelves. 


T the Seventh Verſe of this Chapter the 

Holy Apoſtle, to promote the main deſign 

of this Epiſtle, which was to prevent the 

general Apoſtaſie of the believing Jews, in 

thoſe times of Perſecution, propoſes to their imitati- 
on, the conſtancy and perſeverance of their firſt 


Guides and Inſtructors in the Faith, who were then 
| dead. 
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dead, and who had laid down their lives for the Truth: 
Remember them, which have the rule over you, who 


rave ſpoken unto you the word of God; whoſe faith Fol. 


low, conſidering the end of their Comuerſation, And in 
Subſerviency, { ſuppoſe, to the ſame Deſign, he ex- 
horts them, in the Text, to pay all due Obedience 
to the living Guides and Governours of the Church, 
as to thoſe, who watch over, and for” their Souls; 
and who muſt be accountable to God for them ; 


| Obey then that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your 


fre For they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt 


| give account, 


There are three things, which the words re 
ſuggeſt to us, to be inquired into, not unſuitable, I 
hope, to the occaſion. 


Firſt; Who the Perſons are, to whom Obedience 
and Submiſſion is here required? 

Secondly, With what Power and Authority they are 
lates > And 

Thirdly, Wherein the Obedience, that is to be pay d 
them does conſiſt? 


I. As to the firſt of theſe Inquiries, Vho they a are 
to whom Obedience and Submilſion is required, it will 
be needleſs to ſpend much time upon it. For though 
the word 5), which the Apoſile here uſes, does 


indeed ſigniſie any kind of Rulers; yet the Circum- 


ſtances of the Context do neceilarily reſtrain it to 
Eccleſiaſtical, or Spiritual Rulers. For they are the 
Rulers, that in the 7th Verſe are {aid to have ſpoken 
unto the Hebrews the word of God; and in the Text, 
to watch for their Souls, and to be accountable for 
the faithful diſcharge of that prop truſt, Which Cha- 


racters, 


— 
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raters, as they fully imply the nature of the Charge, 
and the Office of the Guides and Governours of the 
Church, ſo they are applicable to no other ſort of 
Governours beſides them. So that the Perſons, whom 
St. Paul requires them to obey, and ſubmit themſelves 
to, muſt, doubtleſs , be thoſe Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical 
Men, the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church, by whom 
they had been inſtructed in the faith of Chriſt, and 
who then admyniſtred the Affairs of his Spiritual 
Kingdom. | 
And becauſe the office of Inſtructing and Govern- 
ing the Church, was not confined to their Perſons, 
nor was to end with their Lives; but to continue in 
the Church, while the Church continued in the World; 
therefore they, who derive their Commiſhon and Au- 
thority by a conſtant and regular Succeſſion from 
them, are the ſame Spiritual Rulers and Guides , 
whom the Chriſtians of all Ages are bound to obey. 
Thus the Biſhops, and Presbyters of the Church of Eu- 
gland, the former as Superior and Chief, the latter as 
Subordinate, and in their degree, are the lawful Spi- 
ritual Governours of all the People within their ſeve- 
ral Precincts, to whom the duty of Submiſſion and 
Obedience is to be paid. For whatever the Ad ver- 
ſaries of Epiſcopacy may plead for a Community of 
Miniſters determining Church-Affairs, inſtituted by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ſurely nothing can be more 
evident to an unprejudiced Mind, than a Subor- 
dination and Imparity of Goſpel - Officers in heir 
times, and a continued Succeſſion of them to our 
own, But this will appear from the conſideration 
of their Commiſſions, and the exerciſe of their Of- 
fices conformable to their Commiſſions, which na- 
turally belongs to the | 
5 II. Thing 
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II. Thing propoſed, where we are to enquire in. 


to the Power and Authority, whercwith the Perſons 
to whom Obedience end Submiition is to be paid, 
are inveſted. „ | 

We read in the 28th Chapter of St. Matth. ver- 
ſes 18, 19, 20, that our Bleſſed Saviour immediately 


before his Aſcention into Heaven, having received 


all power from God the Father, gave a new and full 
Commillion to the Twelve Apoſtles, to diſpoſe and 
manage all Affairs relating to his Church. Go ye 
therefore aud teach all Nations, baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of #he Holy 


| Ghoſt : Teaching them to obſerve all things, whatſoever 


I have commanded you : And lo, I am with you alway, 
eden unto the end of the World, We read likewiſe, 
S. Joh. 20. 21. which ſeems to be the ſame Commiſſi- 
on in other words, that he told them, that as his 
Father had ſent him, ſo he ſent them And that when 
he had ſaid this, he breathed upon them; and ſaid 


unto them, receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſoever Sins 


ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whoſoever 
Sins ye retain, they are retained. 

The Twelve Apoſtles, in purſuance of this Com- 
miſſion, which was given particularly to them, as 
Chriſt's immediate Subſtitutes and Vicegerents on 


Earth, did always act with an Authority Superior to | 


that of other Church- Officers. For though they did 
not take upon them to teach new Doctrines, and 
Precepts, and impoſe the obſervance of them upon 
all Chriſtians, as neceſſary to Salvation, as ſome of 
their Succeſſors have done ſince, yet they did every 
thing within theſe Bounds and Limits, ſet them by 
their wiſe Laygiver, that were moſt fit to promote 


Acts, 


the great ends of his Religion. For beſides thoſe | 
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Acts, which are common to them with the Subor- 
dinate Officers of the Church, ſuch as Preaching, 
and Propagating the Goſpel, Adminiſtring the Sa- 
craments, and offering up publick Prayers and In- 
terceſſions for all Chriſtians ; they did exerciſe ſeve- 
ral others, which properly belonged to them, as 
Governours of the Church. They formed and ſettled 
Churches, made Laws and Canons for their Security, 
and. preſcribed Rules of Decency and good Order in 
them. They conſtituted and ordained Officers, ſome 
Temporary, upon ſpecial and emergent. Occafions, 
others that were to be of ſtanding and perpetual uſe 
throughout all Generations 3 and in ſuch a Subordi- 
nation to one another, as would be effectual to 
preſerve a laſting eſtabliſhment of Peace, and good 
government in the Church, Further, they determi- 
ned Controverſies, compoled Differences, received 
Accufations, and puniſhed Offenders. They cenſured 


the Scandalous, excommunicated the Contumacious, 


and abſolved the Penitent. They exerciſed an Au- 
thority over the Ordinary Paſtors and Teachers in 


the ſeveral Churches, planted by themſelves or others ; 


eſpecially ſuch as were more immediately ſubject to 


them. | 
But the ſeveral branches of this Commiſſion, as 


exerciſed by the Apoſtles, will more fully appear 
from hence, that the Authority conferred upon them 
in virtue thereof, was ſuperior to that of the Sever 
ty Diſciples, who were an Order of Ecclefeaſtical Mi- 
niſters diſtin from them. For though the Sever- 
ty received their Commiſion immediately from Chriſt, 


as well as the Apoſtles; and in their firſt Miſſion, 


had the ſame Power given them to preach theGoſ- 


pel, to cure Diſeaſes, and diſpoſſeſs Devils, that theſe 
| | B had; 


N 


[ 
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bad; yet methinks that particular Care, which out 


Saviour took in praying for, and inſtructing theſe 
Twelve, more than the reſt of his Followers, toge. 
ther with the Solemnity of their T2angrration to the 


Apoſileſhip, as mentioned in Scripture , does plainly 


imply, that. they were Superior to all others in their 
Offer and Imployment. And we can hardly doubt, 
but that ſome ſpecial Powers and Priviledges were 
intruſted with them, which were not common to 
all the reſt; as was the power of conferring the 


Holy Ghoſt, by laying on of Hands, which belon 9. | 
ed peculiarly to the Apoſtles, We learn from AFs 8. | 


that when Philip, one of the Seven Deacons, had 
by his Preaching, and Miracles Converted , and af- 
terwards Baptized, the People of Samaria, two of 
of the Apoſtles were ſent from Jeruſalem, to lay 
hands on them; whereupon it is ſaid, that they re- 


ceived the Holy Ghoſt, Ver. 17. 


Wie may moreover obſerve, that in thoſe Cata- 
logues of Goſpel-Officers, which St. Paul gives us, 
1 Cor. 12, 28. and pb. 4. 11. he ſtill places the Apo- 
files in the firſt Rank; God hath ſet ſome in the Church, | 
Firſt, Apoſtles 5 Secondarily, Prophets; Thirdly, Teach. 


ers e Are all Apoſiles, are all Prophets, are all Teach- 
ers ? So again, He gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, 


ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors and Teachers, &c, And 


how zealous is he, who at another time ſtiles 
himſelf the leaſt of the Apoſtles, 1 Cor. 15. 9. to mag- 
nifie the dignity of his Office, when a Party of trou- 


bleſom Corinthians, ſiding with ſome Teachers more 


than others, endeavoured to leſſen and decry his 
Authority, though the Founder of their Charch, to 


raiſe the eſteem of other ordinary Paſtors? which he 
would hardly have done, if he had not known, 


that 
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that by an immediate Election and Commiſſion from 
Heaven, when he was ſo miraculouſly called to be 
the chief Apoſtle of the Gentiles, he had received an 
eminency of Power and Authority from Chriſt, en- 
abling him to diſcharge all acts of Religion, relating 
either to Miniſtry or Government, above any of the 
Seventy Diſciples, or ordinary Teachers. © 

Well, we here ſee then, that between theſe two 
diſtindt Orders of Goſpel- Miniſters, which were of 
our Saviour's own Inſtitution, there was a plain Di- 
ſparity, the one being Saperior to the other in Office 
and JuriſdiFionz and therefore if they were de- 
ſigned by him to be perpetual and ſtanding Orders 
in his Church, there muſt ſtill be a Diſparity between 
them, ſtill ſome Superior Officers to preſide over other 
Inferior ones. For otherwiſe our Lord's Inſtitation will 
not be: preſerved ; if there be not Apoſtles, as well as 
Presbyters, that is, Succeſſors to them in their reſpective 
Offices, the diſtinction of Eceleſiaſtical Orders appointed 
by him in his Church, will be taken away, and a new 


Form of Government introduced. And till Men can 


ſhew, either that in the preſent State of the Church 


the reaſon of Chriſt's Inſtitution is ceaſed, or that 


he has abrogated and repealed it, neither of which 
can ever be proved, it muſt be intolerable Pre- 
ſumption in them, to fet up a new Model of their 
own framing', different from that of our Savi- 


If any one ſhould” pretend, that Chriſt's Inſtitu. 


tion was calculated only for the Infancy of the 
Church, and was to be laid aſide by her, when fur- 
ther. advanced, and therefore the firſt Diftinction 
cf Orders and Functions ought not to be kept up 


now; I will in the next place ſhew, that it was 


B 2 not 
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not deſigned to be a Tranſient, but a J.aſting Con. 
ſtitution, or that all the ordinary Power of the 
Apoſtolick Office, as it was received by Commiſſion 
from Chriſt, was to be continued, for the Welfare of 
the Church in its Miniſtry and Government to all 
following Ages. I ſay all the ordinary Power, for 
as to the extraordinary Gifts, wherewith the Apoſtle, 
were endued, it is agreed on all hands, that they 
were only temporary, and did expire when the rea. 
ſon for which they were given ceaſed, being in- 
tended only for the more ſpeedy planting and pro- 
pagating, not the perpetuating of the Church. But 
the Sacred Apoſtolate in its ordinary Miniſtrations, 
as preaching the Word, diſcipling by Baptiſm, con- 
ſecrating the Euchariſt, ordaining to the Prieſthood, 
receiving Complaints, hearing Cauſes, deciding Con- 
troverſies, ſuperintending both Paſtors and People, 
judging, chaſtiſing, and ejecting out of the Church 
the Contumacious, defending the Truth, oppoling 
Error, maintaining Uniformity, and preſerving Or- 
der in Sacred Things, was to be continued by ſuc- 
ceſſion in the Church, throughout all Ages of the 


World. For what elſe can be the meaning of that Wu 
Promiſe made by Chriſt to the Twelve Apoſiles, for ch. 
their Encouragement in the Work they were ſent pro 
about, Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end ray 


of the World ? It is plain that we cannot with any Had 
probability underſtand by the Phraſe "Ew; & own- Mb 

Aeg 178 G, ., the end only of that Age where. Wi: 

in the Apoſtles lived; but, as it is almoſt every 

Matth. 13. where elſe in Scripture uſed, eſpecially in this Goſpel, ot 
29449" the End of the World, or the Day of Judgment. And | 
if ſo, this Promiſe, which was primarily made by 
Chriſt to the Apoſtles, or rather to their Office in its 

| ordinary 
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ordinary Privileges, muſt neceſſarily be extended to 
all thoſe, that ſhould afterwards ſucceed them in that 
Office to the end of the World. That the Apoſtles 
themſelves underſtood it ſo, is evident from their 
Practice, who purſuant thereunto, and without any 
new Commiſſion, at leaſt that we know of, did in 
their own time, as they ſaw occaſion, transfer to 
others the ſame Authority, which themſelves had re- 
ceived from Chriſt, A plain Argument, that they 
dia not look upon our Saviour's Inſtitution of the 
Apoſtolich Office, lo far as it concerns the Care and Go- 
vernment of Churches, as a temporary Expedient, 
confined to their Perſons 3 but as a ſtanding Form, 
to be handed down to other faithful Perſons, to the 
end of the World. Accordingly when Chriſtianity, 
through their Miniſtry, increaſed, and mightily pre- 
vailed in the World, they added to their Number 
ſeveral other Apoſtles, and appointed them to take 
care of the Government of thole particular Churches, 
in which they fixed them. Thus Epaphroditus, who 
was none of the Twelve, is yet ſtiled the Apoſtle of 
the Philippians, Phil. 2. 25. becauſe, as Theodoret up- 
on the place concludes, the Epiſcopal Care of that 
church was committed to him. And thus S. Paul 
promoted Timothy to the Church of Epheſus, and 
ave him Epiſcopal Authority both over the Lazty, 
Wind Clergy, as is evident from thoſe fo very parti- 
eular Directions, which he gives him in order to- 
> Wis Conduct, and the due Exerciſe: of that Autho- 
ity, To charge thoſe who were to inſtruct others 
teach uo other Doctrine, than that which is accord- 1 Tim-- 
nz to Godilneſs : To preſcribe: Rules for the right 
xerformance of the ſeveral parts of the Publick wor 
ip; 


ä — — 888 * — 


£ ä —_ 


| 


* 
_ * „. 
: 


A Sermon preach d at the Conſecration 


[1 Tim. 
2. x: 


1 Tim. 
| 5. 22. 
2 V. 9. 


Ver. 1 9. 


Ver. 21. 


N. . 


Chap. 3. 


. 


and Majeſty, as became him to whole Inſpection 


nue in the Church after the the death of the 4 le to 


aud the elect Angels, that he obſerve theſe things, with. 


Orruly; to admoniſh an Heretick, and if that did 


ſhip 3 Supplications, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving 
of Thanks To enquire into the Qualifications of 
ſach as were to be ordained, and not to lay hands 
ſuddenly on any To take Widows into the Churches 
Service, or reject them: To receive Accuſations even 
againſt Elders before two or three Witneſſes 5 and to 
judge and cenſure open Otfenders : And to enforce 
theſe his Directions the more upon him, he ſolemn- 
ly charges him before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


- preferring one before another, doing nothing by pare 
RRR 1 | 
Some of the ſame things are given in charge to 
Titus, whom St. Paul alſo raiſed from among the or- 
dinary Paſtors to Epiſcopal Anthority over the 
Churches of Crete: As, that he ſhould ſet in order 
the things that were wanting there, and ordain Elders 
in every City, as he had appointed him. And that the 
Power thus conferred upon him, extended to a Ju- 
riſdiction over the People, and thoſe whom he had 
Ordained, is evident from other parts of this Charge, 
where he is commanded to ſtop the Months of the 


not do, to cenſure and reje# him: And moreover to 
rebuke Offenders with all Authority, or ſuch Courage 


and Management God had committed the care of 
S . 
Now theſe Inſtructions given to Timothy and Ji. 
tas by one, who muſt be ſuppoſed to underſtand able 
our Savionr*s Inſtitution, do plainly imply, that a the 
Order of Men ſuperior to Presbyters, was to conti Ul, 


ſites 
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files, to carry on the work they had begun; and 
that theſe and others, with whom the Government 
of particular Churches was entruſted, did by Di- 
vine Appointment ſucceed the Apoſtles in the ordi- 
nary Power and Miniſtry of the Apoſtolick Office. 
And for this reaſon, Biſhops who dit ſucceed them 
in this Power, are in Scripture; and the firſt Chri- 
ſtian Writers, uſually ſtiled Apoſtles, though in later 
Ages that Name has been given only to thoſe, who- 
received their Apoſ/tleſhip immediately from Chriſt. 
The reſpective Biſhops then of the Church of Bugland, 
3s by Law Eſtabliſhed, who derive their Authority 
n a continued Line from the firſt Inſtitution of the 
Apoſtleſhipz who were ordained by their Predgeceſ- 
fors, they by theirs s and ſo upwards, till they al- 
end to Chrif, the fountain of all Chirth:Power, 
„re the true and lawful Succeſſors of the Apoſtles. 
If they are not, the Apoſtles have no Succeſſors at all, 
and then (which is impious to affirm) an Office, 
which Chriſt deſigned ſhould be perpetual and ſtand- 

ing in the Church; and att Order of Men, to whom 

de promifed his Preſence and Aſſiſtance to the end 
of the World, are utterly extinct. But if they be 
ne true Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, then I take it for 
ranted, there is the ſame reaſon to obey them, 
tat there was to obey the Apoſtles, and Biſhops of 
de Apoſtolick Age; ſince their Imployment and Charge 
the ſame, they watch for our Souls, and are accorin- 
= to God for their Truſt. Let us then enquire 
his e e 

III. place, wherein the Obedience and Suhmiſſion 
& to our Spiritual Rulers does buff. Ai 


1. It 
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1 Cor. 
4* 15. 


among you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad. 


or their Works ſake. And for the ſame reaſon he 


ground of this Relation is common to the Inferior 


do in their ſevera! Stations contribute to our Spiri. 


more immediately pertaining to the Peace and Go- 


I. It conſiſts in an Awful Reverence and Honour 
for their Perſons; which ariſes from a Twofold Re- 
lation, that belongs to them; Firſt, as Fathers; Se. 
condly, as Governours. 


. Fathers, who have begotten us in Chriſt, and 


fed and nouriſhed us with the bread of Life. Upon 


which account a filial Duty and Reſpect belongs 
to them, and an honourable Acknowledgment of it 
is required from us by the Apoſtle, 1 Theſl. 5. 12, 13. 
We beſeech you Brethren, to know them, which labour 


moniſh yon; and to eſteem them very highly in low 


himſelf calls Oneſimus, whom he had: begotten to the 
faith in his Bonds, his Son; Philem. ver. 10. As St, 
i does thoſe that were converted by 

is means, his Children, 1 Joh. ii. But becauſe the 


Orders with the Syperior, inaſmuch as all of them 


tual Birth, I ſhall wave this Conſideration, as notſo 
directly in the way of this Diſcourſe, and enquire, 


2. What Honour and Reverence is due to our 
Spiritual Rulers, as ſuch, as they are appointed by 
God to be his Deputies, and Vicegerents in things 


vernment of his Church. And without doubt Men | 
intruſted with a Special Commiſſion to Act in Gods 
Stead, to Repreſent his Perſon, and to manage the 
chief Affairs of his Spiritual Kingdom, muſt be inti. 
tuled to more than ordinary meaſures of . and 
| | ene⸗ 
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venetation. For: fince the Credit of the Perſon re- 
preſenting, does not only riſe Mm proportion to the 
quality of him whom he repreſents, but like wiſe to 


the nature of the Imployment ;; they have in this 
reſpect the advantage of Men of all other Charak 


ers. Though all ſorts of Governours derive their 
Authority from God, yet all are not imployed in the 
great and everlaſting concernments of another World. 
This is peculiar to the Rulers of Chriſts Kingdom 
| upon. Earth, to thoſe who ſucceed; him and his 4. 
| poſtlet in that Adminiſtration : And for this they are 
7 all highly to be eſteemed ; and ſome of them, thoſe 
chat rie well, and labour in the Word and Doctrine, 
e that have fpent themſelves in the ſervice of Religion, 
© in bravely defending the Cauſe of Chriſtianity againſt 
e the common Enemy, and' preſerving the Church from 
the Corruptions of Error and Schiſm, be counted warthy 1 Tim. 
of double Honour. And therefore to caſt any contempt 5. 17. 
upon theſe venerable Perſons, either by injurious 
Actions, or Reproachful and Slanderous Speeches, is 
greatly diſpleaſing to Almighty God, and of dange- 
rous conſequence to his Holy Religion. Whatever 
Diſhonour or Indignity is offered to them, he hath 
promiſed to reſent and puniſh, as if it were done 
to himſelf, in whoſe Name they act, and in whoſe 
Service they are imployed: | He that - deſpifeth gon, 
deſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him 
that ſent: me; Luke 10. 16. And this is highly rea ſo- 
nable; for whatever is done or ſpoken to render 
them contemptible, does in fact bring a reproach 
upon their Profeſſion, and in the iſſue, upon God 
bimſelf, the Divine Author of it. There are few: 
Men ſo ingenudus, as to diſtinguiſh between the Per- 
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1 Cor. 
415. 


for their Works ſake, And for the ſame reaſon he 


I. It conſiſts in an Awful Reverence and Honour 
for their Perſons; which ariſes from a Twofold Re- 
lation, that belongs to them; Firſt, as Fathers; Se. 
condly, as Governours. 


1. As Fathers, who have begotten us in Chriſt, and 


fed and nouriſhed us with the bread of Life. Upon 


which account a filial Duty and Reſpect belongs 
to them, and an honourable Acknowledgment of it 
is required from us by the Apoſile, 1 Theſl. 5. 12, 13. 
We beſeech you Brethren, to know them, which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad. 
moniſh you 5 and to eſteem them very highly in love 


himſelf calls Oreſimus, whom he had begotten to the 
faith in bis Bonds, his Son; Philem. ver. 10. As St. 
John frequently does thoſe that were converted by 
his means, his Children, 1 Joh. ii. But becauſe the 
ground of this Relation is common to the Irferior 
Orders with the Syperior, inaſmuch as all of them 
do in their ſeveral Stations contribute to our Spiri 
tual Birth, I ſhall wave this Conſideration, as not ſo 
directly in the way of this Diſcourſe, and enquire, 


2. What Honour and Reverence is due to our 
Spiritual Rulers, as ſuch, as they are appointed by 
God to be his Deputies, and Vicegerents in things 
more immediately pertaining to the Peace and Go- 
vernment of his Church. And without doubt Men 
intruſted with a Special Commiſſion to Act in Gods 
Stead, to Repreſent his Perſon, and to manage the 
chief Affairs of his Spiritual Kingdom, muſt be inti. 
tuled to more than ordinary meaſures of Eſtcem and 

E: | Vene- 


veneration. For ſince the Credit of the Perſon re- 

preſenting, does not only riſe in proportion to the 
quality of him whom he repreſents, but like wiſe to 
the nature of the Imployment; they have in this 
reſpect the advantage of Men of all other Chara» 
(ters, Though all ſorts of Governours derive their 
Authority from God, yet all are not imployed in the 
great and everlaſting concernments of another World. 
This is peculiar” to the Rulers of Chriſt's Kingdom 
upon Earth, to thoſe who ſucceed him and his 4A. 
poſtles in that Adminiſtration : And for this they are 

all highly to be eſteemed 3 and ſome of them, thoſe 
that rule well, aud labour in the Word and Doctrine, 
that have ſpent themſelves in the ſervice of Religion, 
in bravely defending the Cauſe of Chriſtianity againſt 
the common Enemy, and preſerving the Church from 


the Corruptions of Error and Schiſm, be counted worthy , Tim, 
of double Honour. And therefore to caſt any contempt 5: 77- 


upon theſe venerable Perſons, either by 1njurious 
Actions, or Reproachful and Slanderous Speeches, is 
greatly diſpleaſing to Almighty God, and of dange- 
rons conſequence to his Holy Religion. Whatever 
Diſhonour or Indignity is offered to them, he hath 
promiſed to reſent and punith, as if it were done 
to himſelf, in whoſe Name they act, and in whoſe 
Service they are imployed: He that deſpiſeth you, 
aeſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him 
that ſent me; Luke 10.16. And this is highly reaſo- 
nable ; for whatever is done or ſpoken to render 
them contemptible, does in fact bring a reproach 
upon their Profeſſion, and in the iſlue, upon God 
himſelf, the Divine Author of it. There are few 
Men ſo ingenuous, as to diſtinguiſh between the Per- 
f a | C | | ſons 
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ſons zud their Calling; the World is generally ſo 


the obſtructing the efficacy of their Miniſtry, and 


unjuſt to Religion, as to charge it with the faults 
and miſcarriages of its Teachers and Profeſſors. And 
therefore Men ſhould be very cautious of ſaying 


things of them, whether true or falſe, that tend to 


their Diſparagement, or Diminution, leſt they wound 
Religion through their ſides, and by vilifying their 
Perſons, weaken their Authority. As this is the 
Duty of every private Chriſtian, ſo eſpecially of 
thoſe of their own Order and Function, whoſe ex. 
ample will have a more pernicious influence towards 


diſturbing the Peace and Unity of the Church. For 

many honeſt unwary Men will by their example be 
tempted to ſlight the Doctrine, and diſtruſt the di- 
rections of their Spiritual Guides; and many looſe 

and irregular Chriſtians the more confirmed in their 

contempt of Religion, and their Diſobedience and 

Oppoſition to the Laws and Cenſures of the Church, 


2. The Governours of the Church having a Power 


inherent in them to make Laws, and preſcribe Rules, 


for the decent and orderly performance of the Pub- 
lick Worſhip, and the maintenance of Peace and 
Unity, we, as Subjects, are bound conſcientiouſly to 
obey thoſe Laws, and obſerve thoſe Rules, in order 
to promote theſe good Ends. This is included in 
the very notion of a Chriſtian Church, of which 
they are Governours, which is a regular and formed 
Society, diſtinct from all other Societies, and which 
cannot ſubſiſt without Rule and Subjection. The 
Body of the Church, as all other Bodies Politick, 


can never be kept in Unity, and good Order, with- 
: xs out 
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out Government 3 and no Government can ſtand, 
without an Obligation to obey and fubmit to it. And 
no Governours have a juſter claim to the obedience 
of their Subjects, than the Governours of the Church, 
ſo long as they command nothing contrary to the 
Laws of God. For beſides, that they have a more 
direct relation to God, who hath all Power in Hea- 
den and Earth, and to whom every kxee ſhould bow, 
and every Creature pay Homage and Submiſſion; 
the ſubject matter of their Commands, or the things 
to which they require Obedience, whereon the Sal- 
vation and Eternal Intereſts of all Men depend, muſt 
have a more immediate influenee upon the Wills and 
Affections of Men. There is no Man that wiſhes 
well to Religion, or hath a due regard to the glory 
of God, and the benefit of Souls; but thinks him- 
ſelf obliged to fubmit to his Superiors in ſuch things, 
as naturally tend to the Peace, Edification, and 
good Order of the Church. The firſt that we read 
r of, who refuſed Obedience 'to their Governours in 
matters Eccleſiaſtical, were thoſe diſcontented Lewvites, 
. Corab and his Complices, becauſe they were not pre- 
ferred-:to the Nrieſthood, Numb. 16. And all thoſe, 
0 who fince that Rebellion have gone in the way 
r of Corab, that is, imitated him in his Sedition a- 
n gainſt their Spiritual Rulers, how fair and ſpecious 
h loever their pretences have been, were prompted to 
d it by Ambition, private Diſcontent, or ſome ſuch 
h Motive. = 10 1215 14 998 ng 
1 The afeding Preheminence, was the thing St. h. 1... 
K, ſo much reſents in Diotrephes, as the cauſe of his re- 9, 1 
h- fuſing to receive his Letters of Commendation to the 
ut Church, and of caſting the Brethren that carried them 
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out of the Communion of it. And an immode. 
rate deſire of Applauſe ,, and gaining of Proſelytes 
to their corrupt Doctrines, was the chief occaſion 
of the oppoſition that was ſometimes made by He. 
reticks and falſe Teachers to the Authority of ſome 
of the Apoſtles, And we plainly find, that whate. 
ver Trouble and Diſtarbance they met with in the 
Adminiſtration of the Church, was generally from 
ſuch Men. The inferior Paſtors, who had no other 
aim but to diſcharge their Truſt m propagating the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, did not only pay a faithful and 
dutiful Obedience to their Commands, but were rea- 


dy, upon all proper occaſions, to attend and aſſiſt 


them in the labours of their Miniſtry. For as the 
Miſe- en, and Prophets among the Jews had one to 
attend upon, and miniſter to them; ſo the Apoſtles, 
after Chriſts departure, had ſome of the Brethren 


to accompany and aſſiſt them in ſome parts of their 


Adds 13.5. Charge. Thus Paul and Barnabas had John, ſurna- 


2 Tim. 
| 44 E 1s. 


med Mark, for their Miniſter, and Fellow-Labourer; 


who though once diſcouraged by the dangers he 
met with in their Travels, ſo far as to deſert them; 


yet afterwards received from St. Paul this teſti- | 


mony of his Diligence and Zeal, that he was prof- 


table to him for the Miniſtry. And thus Timothy and 
Eraſtus are mentioned, Ad, 19. 22. among thoſe who 


miniſtred to St. Paul at other times. 
Theſe and others imployed in the ſame way, were 


generally well diſpoſed to yield a chearful and punctual 
Obedience to the Commands of the Apoſtles in every 


thing that did. apparently tend to promote the Af. 
fairs of the Goſpel. They knew what Authority the 
Apoſtles had to command them, and what Obligati- 


ons 


— TTT ñ , >. AS Wa 


ons they were under to obey ; and fo. were not 
wont to diſpute Orders, or refuſe their Attendance 
and Aſſiſtance, when required to carry on the ſame 
Work. And though this part of the Apoſtolick Of 


fe, which did conſiſt in planting and viſiting of 
Churches through the whole World 1s ceaſed; yet 


ſince the ſeveral. Biſhops, who ſucceed them in the 
Care and Government of the Church, each within 
his Precinct, have all the ordinary Power and Au- 
thority of the Apoſtles, their reſpective Presbyters 


are without doubt obliged to yield Obedience to all 


their juſt Commands, fo far as the State of Religion, 
and the Weltare of it in every Age ſhall require, 
What the Meaſures of that Obedience are, I ſhall 


not undertake to determine, theſe are regulated and 


ſet out, by the Temper of the particular Conſti- 
tution, under. which. Men live, and are not always 
ſo eaſily diſcerned by every Perſon : But when the 
Teſtimonies clearly run on the ſide of Authority, 
and Men. may have the opportunity to examine and 
compare them, there Oppoſition and Diſobedience 
muſt be Blameable 3. and even in doubtful Caſes, a 
Man that comes with an honeſt and unprejudiced 
Mind, will think. it ſafer, with reſpect to Conſcience, . 
to obey, than to diſobey the Commands of his Spi- 
ritual Superiors. For, if he ſhould be miſtaken. in 
his Reaſonings about the Things in diſpute, while 
he oppoſes a lawful Authority, I know not how he 
can excuſe himſelf from the Breach of a plain and 
poſitive Law of God, and an Apoſtolical Precept, 
which injoyns him to obey them that have the rule 


wer him, and to ſubmit himſelf. Whereas there is no 


ach Danger on the other hand, in complying with. 
1 1 
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now ſuppoſed to doubt; becauſe there is no known 


Compliance. This Argument concludes ſo ſtrongly 


plicite Faith, and blind Obedience: Yet in ſuch 


— — 
— 


his Superiors in the Particulars, about which he is 
Law, no Precept of any Apoſtle, that forbids ſuch a 


againſt all thoſe, who do not condemn the Terms of 
Communion with our Church, and ſubjection to the 
Governours of it, as unlawful; that I cannot but 
wonder, eſpecially fince it hath been ſo often urged 
upon our Proteſtant Diſſenters, that it hath convinced 
no more of them. But, 


\ 


3. Another Branch of that Obedience, which is 
due to our Spiritual Governours, is a modeſt and dif- 


creet Deference to their Judgment and Integrity, 


| 
{ 
For though they are ſubject to the like Paſſions and * 
Infirmities with other Men, as Pride, Intereſt, and WM C 
Faction, and ſo not to be relied upon with an im- 


Caſes, wherein, after an honeſt and impartial Exami- 
nation of the Things under Debate, no clear Light 
offers it ſelf for our Conviction, we ſhould fo far 
ſubmit our ſelves to them, as to acquieſce in what 
they adviſe, and to obey what they command. is 
moſt reaſonable in ſuch Caſes to prefer the Judg- 
ment of our Spiritual Rulers to our own private 
Opinion, eſpecially ſuch of them as are of known 
Worth, Wiſdom, and Integrity, and are ſeconded 
likewiſe by the Suffrage and Authority of ſome 
other Learned and Pious Men. For this is a De- 
ference, which, in Matters of the greateſt Concern 
ment, we generally pay to the skilful of all Facul 
ties, and almoſt to every private Man that we 
think wiſer than our ſelves: And ſhall we retuic 


1 


in all Points, wherein we have not a more cer- 
tain Rule to walk by, than to yield to the joint 
Determinations and Deciſions of an Order of Men, 
whom, as God by his Providence has ſeparated for 
this very thing, that they might adviſe and direct 
us what is beſt and fitteſt to be done, ſo he hath 
promiſed to afford them all needful Aſſiſtance to in- 
able them to diſcharge that great Truſt. And for 
a farther ground of Confidence in them, we ougbt 
to conſider how much they are concerned in the 
right performance of this Duty; that they are an- 
{werable to God for their Directions and Conduct, 
and ſo cannot deſignedly miſguide us, without great 
Guilt and Sin; and that they are obliged under 
the ſevereſt Penalties, not to abuſe a Power which 
15 committed to them in the quality of a Truſt, by 
impoling any other. Commands, than what are agree- 
able to the Will of God. 14 N 


Upon theſe Conſiderations, as well as thoſe of 
Peace and Order, and that Authority which they 
have to maintain them, it is very reaſonable ſo far 
to comply with our Spiritual Governours, as to be 
concluded -by their Judgment, 1n all Matters where 
the Light of our own Reaſon is not ſufficient to 
direct us. And this happens in all thoſe Caſes 
where we remain uncertain (after our beſt Endea- 
vours to ſatisfie our ſelves,) whether as to that Par- 
ticular, wherein our Obedience is required, they 
do not exceed the juſt Limits of their Authority, 

| ” by 
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by commanding ſomething which 1s contrary to the 
Laws of God, and the Church. For ſuppoſing the 
Reaſons are equal, or well nigh equal, on both 
ſides, and there are learned Men, as well of the 
one Opinion, as of the other, the right of Com- 
manding us, according to a known Rule in Law, 


. R_ OO RO 2 


N being preſumed to be on the ſide of our Superi- 

f ors, Who are in actual poſſeſſion of that Power, 
we are bound to conform to their Judgment, till t 
we are convinced that we err in ſo doing. n 


4. The laſt Thing which I ſhall mention as a n 

material part of the Apoſile's Admonition in the 

Text, is a quiet and patient ſubmiſſion to the Cen- 18 

ſures of our Spiritual Rulers ; Obey them that have la 

the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves. And this be 
Obligation ariſes from that Power, which the Church I A 

of Chriſt hath to eſtabliſh a Diſcipline, to which P. 

all her Members ſhould be ſubject; and to exclude I ba 

q from her Communion all diforderly, profane, and Ml rc; 
rebellious Perſons. Which Power the Apoſtles firſt IM or 
received by an immediate Commiſſion from Chriſt; Nen 
| and exerciſed it, as there was occaſion, againſt thoſe I «al 
that proved refractory and diſobedient to their Or- Nen 
a ders. And that it was to be continued to their Liv 
| Succeſlors, S. Pauls Epiſtles to Timothy, and Titus, ua. 
wherein he inſtructs them, how they ought to pro- ick 
| ceed in Matters of Diſcipline, and Church-Govern- bie 
| ment, are undeniable Proofs ; eſpecially when back- Neve 
; ed with the known Practice of the whole Primi- Wer! 
tive Church, wherein this Diſciphue was obſerved Nhe 
| with great ſtrictneſs. And whilſt it was ſo, Chri- Y'! 
| ſtianity grew, and Piety flouriſhed, in the 1 * 
; 1 5 . O OV 
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of Perſecution. That wonderful Reverence, which 
the People had for their Governours, made them 
willingly ſubmit to the moſt rigid Penances, and to 
ſaffer Shame, and undergo the greateſt Severities 
a in this World, that their Souls might be laved in 
the next. Though they paid all due Honour and 
1 Obedience to the Civil Magiſtrates, under whom 
] they lived; yet they were awed and terrified with 
noching ſo much as the Reproots, and Admoniti- 
ons of their Biſhops. No Menaces of Corporal Pu— 
a niſnment were half ſo prevalent to keep them 
ec within the bounds of Duty, as the ſhaking of the 
Spiritual Rod; nor any means fo effectual to regu— 
late Manners, and reclaim Sinners, as the fear of 
being removed from the Communion of the Church. 
And truly till the Chriſtians of this degenerate Ape, 
Paſtors as well as their Flocks, can be brought to 
have a due Veneration for the Perſons, and a juſt 
regard to the Authority of their Spiritual Superi- 
ors, it will be in vain to wiſh for the Reſtorati- 
on of the Ancient Diſcipline. For no Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Cenſures, Suſpenſion, or even Excommunicatt- 
en, will have their due effect upon Scandalous 
Livers without this: The impoſing ſuch Penalties 
nay ſcare Men from Sin upon prudent and poli- 
ick Conſiderations, but not from Motives of Con- 
fence. And fo far they are uſeful; but that which 
k- tives them their full force and efficacy, is a ſettled 
ni- erſwaſion of the Wiſdom and Juitice of thoſe, 
ed Ngho impoſe them, and of the Divine Power by 
rj- Nabich they act. This, and this only will oblige. 
aſt en to ſubmit to the Cenſures of their Spiritual 
of Povernours, (when juſtly inflicted) for Conſcience 
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by commanding ſomething which is contrary to the 
Laws of God, and the Church. For ſuppoſing the 
Reaſons are equal, or well nigh equal, on both 
ſides, and there are learned Men, as well of the 
one Opinion, as of the other, the right of Com- 
manding us, according to a known Rule in Law, 
being preſumed to be on the ſide of our Superi- 
ors, who are in actual poſſeſſion of that Power, 
we are bound to conform to their Judgment, till 
we are convinced that we err in ſo doing. 


4. The laſt Thing which I ſhall mention as a 
material part of the Apoſtle's Admonition in the 

Text, is 2 quiet and patient ſubmiſſion to the Cen- 
ſures of our Spiritual Rulers ; Obey them that have 
the, rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves. And this 
Obligation ariſes from that Power, which the Church 
of Chriſt hath to eſtabliſh a Diſcipline, to which 
all her Members ſhould be ſubject; and to exclude 
from her Communion all diſorderly, profane, and 
rebellious Perſons. Which Power the Apoſtles: firſt 
received by an immediate Commiſſion from Chriſt; 
and exerciſed it, as there was occaſion, againſt thoſe 
that proved refractory and diſobedient to their Or- 
ders. And that it was to be continued to their 
Succeſſors, S. Paul's Epiſtles to Timothy, and Titus, 
wherein he inſtructs them, how they ought to pro- 
ceed in Matters of Diſcipline, and Church-Govern- 
ment, are undeniable Proofs ; eſpecially when back- 
ed with the known Practice of the whole Primi- 
tive Church, wherein this Diſciphue was obſerved 
with great ſtrictneſs. And whilſt it was ſo, Chri- 
ſtianity grew, and Piety. flouriſhed, in the * 
| 0 
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of Perſecution. That wonderful Reverence, which 
the People had for their Governours, made them 
willingly ſubmit to the moſt rigid Penances, and to 
ſaffer Shame, and undergo the greateſt Severities 
in this World, that their Souls might be ſaved in 
the next. Though they paid all due Honour and 
Obedience to the Civil Magiſtrates, under whom 
they lived; yet they were awed and terrified with 
noching ſo much as the Reproofs, and Admoniti- 
ons of their Biſhops. No Menaces of Corporal Pu- 
niſhment were half ſo prevalent to keep them 
within the bounds of Duty, as the ſhaking of the 


Spiritual Rod; nor any means ſo effectual to regu- 


late Manners, and reclaim Sinners , as the fear of 
being removed from the Communion of the Church. 
And truly till the Chriſtians of this degenerate Age, 
Paſtors as well as their Flocks, can be brought to 
have a due Veneration for the Perſons, 'and a juſt 
regard to the Authority of their Spiritual Superi- 
ors, it will be in vain to wiſh for the-Reſtorati- 
on of the Ancient Diſcipline. For no Eccleſſaſti- 
cal Cenſures, Suſpenſion, or even Excommunicati- 
en, will have their due effect upon Scandalous 
Livers without this : The impoling ſuch Penalties 
nay ſcare Men from Sin upon prudent and poli- 
ick Confiderations, but not from Motives of Con- 
fence. And fo far they are uſeful; but that which 
gives them their full force and efficacy, is a ſettled 
perſwaſion of the Wiſdom and Juitice of thoſe, 
vho impoſe them, and of the Divine Power by 
which they act. This, and this only will oblige 
Men to ſubmit to the Cenſures of their Spiritual 


bovernours, (when juſtly inflicted) for Conſcience 
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ſake, and upon Religious Principles, a ſenſe of God's 


Authority, wherewith theſe Governours are inveſt. 
ed, and of their own Duty and Obligation to be 
ſubje&t to them. And becauſe theſe Cenſures are 


impoſed to reſtrain and reform Sinners, this will 


further oblige them to give ſuch Publick Teſtimo- 
nies of their Sorrow and Repentance, as may pre- 


vail with their Superiors to receive them again 


into the Communion of the Church, which they 


had offended by their looſe and diſorderly li- 


And if a due Honour and Reverence for the | 


Governours of the Church be thus neceſlary , in 


order to engage Men to ſubmit to the Ancient 
Diſcipline, if it were revived, and to accompliſh | 


thoſe good Ends for which it was at firſt inſtitu- 
ted 3 the beſt Method to make way for the Reſto- 


ration of it to its priſtine State, is for the Paſtors | 
of the Church, who moſt heartily pray for it, by | 
frequent Inſtructions, and their own Example, to | 
beget in the minds of the People a. due Honour 
and Reverence for thoſe, who by Commiſſion from | 
God are inſtruſted with the chief exerciſe of it. For | 
alt this be done, their Cenſures will not do much 
more towards the real Converſion and Amendment 
of Sinners, than the Corporal Puniſhments of the Ci. 
vil Magiſtrate; ſtridt Penances, and long Faſte, will 
work no more upon Men's Hearts, or bind theirs 
Conſciences, while they ſlight and forget the Di- 
vine Character of thoſe, who injoyn them, than 
Fines and Impriſonments will; nor to be cut ol 


from the Communion of the Church ſooner reclainy 


them from their evil Courſes, than to be banilh8 
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ed their Native Country; the one as well as the 


other can only make Hypocrites, not true and ſincere 
Penitents. 2, 


And now having gone through the ſeveral Heads, 


| which I at firſt propoſed from the Text, that is, 


having ſhewn what kind of Rulers are here f. 
ken of, with what Power they are inveſted, and 
wherein that Obedience and Submiſſion, which is 


due to them does conſiſt, I only beg leave to make 


2 ſhort Inference or two from what hath been ſaid ; 
Firſt, With reference to our Diſſenters; and Second- 
ly, To our Selves, And 


1. Since, as hath been proved, the Biſhops and 
Presbyters of the Church of God in theſe Nati- 
ons, the former as Superior and Chief, the latter as 
Subordinate and in their Degree, are the lawful Spi- 
ritual Governours of all the People in their ſeve- 
ral Precincts; then it greatly behooves thoſe among 
us, who diſown their Authority and have with- 
drawn their Obedience from them, to conſider how 
they can anſwer it to God , and their own Souls. 
We deſire nothing more than that they would com- 
pare their Objections againſt Obedience with the 
Reaſons and Arguments that enforce it, and the 
Miſchiefs, which naturally attend the denial of it; 
but if thoſe, when put into a juſt Balance, ſhall be 
found to be far lighter than theſe, what can juſti- 
fie their Diſobedience and Separation ? Will the Plea 
of Chriſtian Liberty, a tender Conſcience, or any 
ſuch Pretences, be ſufficient to anſwer for the Con- 
tempt of lawful Authority, - diſturbance of —_ 
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and the breach of that Order, which Chriſt hath 
ſettled in.his Church? Can they think that God will 
excuſe them for theſe and many more Miſchiefs and 
Inconveniences, occaſioned by their Schiſin, becauſe 
they can plead ſome Scruples, and make ſome Ex- 


ceptions againſt the Service and Government of our 


Church? *Tis true, they have an Indulgence, which 
exſes them of Temporal Penalties; but all fincere 
Chriſtians will remember, that it is one thing to be 
freed from the Puniſhments of Men, and another to 


be juſtified in the Sight of God, However, I ſhall 


not purſue this Argument any farther, becauſe the 
Perſons I now ſpeak of do not hear me, nor if they 
did, would, I fear, be perſuaded, by any thing ! 


can ſay, after ſo many learned and ſolid Treatiſes 
have in vain been written for their Conviction, to 
lay aſide their unreaſonable Prejudices, be ſubject to 


our Biſhops, and return to the Communion of the 
Church. 


2. Then, from what J have ſaid it follows, that 
all thoſe, who are zealous of the Honour, and In- 


tereſt of the eſtabliſhed Church, would do well (the | 


more effectually to bring theſe Men to a better Con- 
formity, and compliance with Her) to ſubmit with 
chearfulneſs to ſome ſmaller Hardſhips, if we could 
judge our Superiors capable of impoſing them, ra- 
ther than run the hazard of confirming others in 
their Diſobedience. For ſince we can have no rea- 
ſon to doubt, but that they are obliged in point of 
Intereſt, as well as Conſcience, to ſupport the Au. | 
thority, and ſecure the Rights of our National 
Church, where is the Danger or Hardſhip of ſub- 
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mitting to their Determinations, in Things of leſs 
moment, and greater intricacy, for the promoting 
«f ſuch good Ends? The Peace, Order, and Unity of 


tue Church are ſo deſirable Things, fo exceeding ne- 


Vary to the advancement of the Honour of God, and 
the Happineſs of Mankind, that every wiſe and 
good Man ſhould be willing to ſacrifice ſome O- 
pinions of ſmaller Conſequence to the Maintenance 
and Preſervation of them. Next to the Truth of 


Doctrine, Purity of Worſhip, and Holineſs of Life, 


there is nothing of greater Importance in a Chri- 
ſtian Society, than that the Members of it behave. 
themſelves orderly and regularly in their ſeveral. 
Stations; that Superiors gently Command, and In- 
feriors gladly Obey 3 that there be no Suſpicions,, 
ealouſies, Envyings, Perſonal Hatreds, and Factions, 


but Concord, Peace, and Unanimity among them, 


and a tender Affection and Sympathy with each o- 
ther, as Members of the ſame Body. This is that. 
Beauty of Holineſs, and Chriſtian - Harmony, which, 
attracts the eyes and admiration of Beholders, and 
for the obtaining whereof every true Diſciple of. 
eſus Chriſt, ſhould lend an helping Hand, and con- 
tribute his utmoſt Endeavours. And becauſe there 
is nothing that diſturbs this mutual agreement and 


acquieſcence of Hearts and Minds ſo much as Diſo-— 


bedience and Oppoſition to lawful Authority, it 
ſhould be the chief care both of Paſtors and Peo- 


ple, to behave themſelves dutitully to thoſe whom 


God has ſet over them, to preſerve Order in the 
Church; to honour their Perſons, revere their 


Character, make candid Conſtructions of the ma- 


agement of their Power, and to ſubmit to it with 
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Chearfulneſs, as far as they can without Sin. Such 
a behaviour as this will be an effectual means to 
engage the Spiritual Governours of all Ages, not 
to exceed the bounds of their Commiſſion, or a. 
buſe that Authority which God hath given them; 
but on the contrary to exerciſe it with Equity, Pru- 
dence, and Moderition, and a moſt tender concern 
for the Edification and Quiet of the Souls under 
their Charge. And When Brſbops ,. Presbyters, and 
People, thoſe that govern, and thoſe that are govern- 
ed, move thus evenly in their ſeveral Ranks, and 
demean themſelves thus peaceably in their ſeveral 
Relations, what further Happineſs bath any Member 
of this National Church to wiſh for, than that he 
may from ſuch a Communion and Fellowſhip of 
Saints upon Earth, be tranſlated in God's good time 
to the ever bleſſed Society of Saints and Angels in 
Heaven; Whither God of his infinite Mercy bring 
us all, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, Adoration and Praiſe, henceforth and for 
ever more. Amen. | 
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